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FRIGATES OF 1812 AND DREADNOUGHTS OF TO-
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The Old Navy‘ and the New Compared on Centenary of
Old Ironsides’ Memorable Escape From Capture—=Three

Day Struggle,

in Which American Seamanship

Baffled a British Squadron in War of 1812

WO woeks from next Weadneaday
will be celebrated the centennial
of the United States frigate
Constitution's memorable escape

fr> - an overpowering force of British
8 ra. This was the only oceaslon upon
which *Old Ironsides® gave heed to the
maxim that “discretion is the bettar part
of valor." At every other opportunity
the wonderful ol <hin never hesitated to
try conclisions with tha foo, and so «lten
and &0 hard was sne able to atrike that
ghe did more thun any other vessel of the
American navy to humbie British pride
and to build the o
ing peice

Even tha escaps of the Constitution
from the pursuine sguadron of English
ships was virtually a vietory, because
American seqmanslip and courage baffled
the enemy. Thostory of that exploit is of
special intore . a8 aTording a comparison
hatween the Americn uavy of 100 years
agoand now

On June 10, 1512, tha frigate was Iving
off Alexandria, Va., loading for sea. The
crew were pipedl to gquarters and the
declaration of war was read to them.
The foliowing terse entry in her log is
interesting: “The crew manifested their
Zeal in support of tha Honor of tha United

States Flagg by requesting of leave to!

cheer on the occasion, (Granted them.,)”
At that time the major part of the ecrow
wers merchant seamen, whoas fellows
had sulfered by DBritish impress'n 1 and
they burned with a desire to aveng: thoso
wrongs.

Tha Constitution was commanded by
Capt. Isaac Hull. During the afternnon
of July 17, while the frigate was running
along under easv sail in a hght wind,
tiound from the Chesapeake ton rendezvons
off New York to joinCommodora Hodgers's
squadron, miils wera discovered to the
northward in the neighborhood of Barna-
gat. Believing the vessels to he Rodgers's
ships, Capt. Hull made all sail to join the
distant veasels, but was unsuccessful
befora nightfall.

At dawn he realizad his error when he
found threa English frigatea within six
miles and crowding all sail to overtike
him. They were favored by local breezes
and aided by their hoata which they had
put overboard for the purposs of increas-
ing their speed by towing. Thosa three

indation of an endur-
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R1&GATE CONSTITUTION  PRIDE OF THE
NAVY IN 1812 . -

the ship further ahead, while a large | where her vessels of war could refit and
quantity of water in the main hold waa | jJlaces of refuge for her prizes. On the
thrown overboard to lighten her. This, 'other hand the total availabile naval force
with fitful breezea, enabled Hull to hold
hia own with his pursuers, while by |cruising vessels, and of this oumber
wotting the sails as high as the pumps | nine were smalier than frigates.
could throw more force was lent to the | Thecharacterof the guns in the Ameri-
fickle breezes in pushing the ship onward, | can navy during the war of 1512 is indi-
The wearving struggle ran on until the | cated by the weight of the solid shot
lata afternoon of July 19, the British  fired. The batteries of the frigates con-
sailors being recruited from the ships | gisted of 32, 24 and 18 pounders. Llevated
furthest astern to help draw and warp | a couple of dogrees, these weapons could
tha nearest of tha frigates toward the | throw their shot something mors than &
Constitution, whila the men aboard of | thousand yards, but tney wera quite
Old Ironsides had nia reliaf in the unequal | jncapable of piercing the ridee of the ships
task, But the Yankee tars had a cunning | of the period at that distance.
skipper and Hull made the most of hmi Despite the fact that the guns were
opportunity when it eame just before 7 | muzzle loaders the American sallor
o'clock upon that fateful Sunday in the | handled them with astonishing epeed,
shape of a heavy squall of wind and rain. | gnd the record of victories tells how ac-
curately they were handled. In order
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Main battery.... ¢ 32
Weight of a single broadside,

i POUNAS. . onresmnonninnss
Torpedo tubes ....evesconens
Cost complete. ... .. 8302,
Annual cost of upkeep.....8$193,

PR

Weight of projectile..........
Weight of powder charge......

\

OUR GREATEST WARSHIP IN 1812 AND NOW COM-

32 pounders.. ... - ing
24 pounders....16 5 inch rapid fire guns ||
1 18 pounder |

Weight of gun—32 pounder. .3,200

Penetration, 18 ins. wood at 1,000 yds. .15 ins, steel at 10,000 yds.

that the guns might do their battering

ED. .
Utah.

I Con<{{tutiion. I .g:e
Structural material.........Wo00d . . covevrininrnene..Stee RS
gty 100 £80Y. 1 vsarsissia 5ot sitl Dl Doinisinnianigsis aisien spss sinnin. D10 \34;\'3‘: M
DD aceMent—tonS. . eeeier e e 2200, s i i iienenenerenees 23,033
Barsannel s i st A e St s e A8
Motive POWer. ... ovaersersser DAL seesnnnesseseasess StEAM
Soeed—RNOS: .o saes swmnens s L e T T e e 21.4

27

..10 12 inch rifles

684, .9.100

0 senss s cnesisas g el ingh
719, ... 88,500,000
44 0 R ..8682,517.18
Ibs . ., .12 inch, 125,664 |bs.
321bs,..eivinnnen....870 Ibs,
Slbs....... veve 450 |bs,
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of the United States consisted of soventeen |

frigates were part of the British bloclnd-] Before the foree of the wind struck his
ing fleat under Capt. Bir Philip \'am|nhip Hull took in all the light eails and
Broke, consisting of one line of battleship, | reefed most of the remaining ones. The
four frigates, one of them the Guerriere, | British ehips astern, watching that
and a brig and a schooner, the two last | manceuvre, believed a heavy blow was
armead prizes. sweoping down toward them and promptly

Hull was determined not to be taken |followed guit. The Constitution had
without a struggle. He ran two of his | hardly righted herself from the first
gun deok guns out of the cabin windows, | onrush of the wind, when Hull, under
and added to this foroe on the poop deck i cover of the mist, shook out his reefs and
two other guns, a 24 pounder and an set every stitch of canvas that his spars
18 pounder, which had porta hastily hewn | could stand. The ehip tore her way
for them in the taffrail. He hopad to through the water, and when the' view
damage the masts of the nearest frigate cleared half an hour later most of the
astern, and some shots were fired for that | pursuing eraft were hull down to the
purpose, but, falling short, the practice rear. The enemy, however, stuck stub-
osased. bornly to their work, but abandoned the

chase about midforenoon of July 20,
A Thees Days Struggle.

Duﬂfls th:lt contest, running as it did
hour of the | over three days and three nights, Hull
Comnuuon':d pi:‘lltit:n.th.“'l'trl:‘t';:-ﬁr r'm:.t.a | outaafled, outhandled, and outwitted his
towing them the pursulng frigates rapidly | Purmuers, and it is easy to understand
drew nearer and it seemed as though | the pride with which he said of his oMcers
Old Ironsides could not escape the over- | and crew, “Their conduct whilst under
powering force of the enemy. To make | the guns of the eneny was such as might
matters worse there was not the least | have heen expected from American

breeze to halp the Constitution. | offcers and seamen.” That chase showed

It was then that Lieut. Morris suggested | the kind of material of which the personnel

to Hull that he attempt to ‘warp the ship
ahead. Aocordingly three or four hundred
fathoms of rope waa got up from the
hold and two anchors made fast to the
lines and sent ahead in boats to be dropped
overhoard at the right distance, On the
Constitution the crew hauled lustily at
the lines, and as the ropea came aboard
the ship forged forward, gaining for &
while upon her pursuers, until the cause
of her sudden advance was detected by

the nearest of the Pritish frigates. Then |

the Loata from the mcre distant ships
were sent to tow and to warp in the same
way the nearest English frigates, bringlug
them up rapldly almost within gunshot.

Onoe mors, for three hours, all handa on
the Conatitution were set at work warpiog

! of the navy at that time was made.

American Naoy of 1812,

At the outbreak of the war of 1812
the United States had In commission but
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MARING . BOAT. SOMETHIN
‘DIP NOT HAVE IN 1812,

® Y'HE NAVY

work more effectively the ocommanders

in those days, after falling to cut away the
spars of ths enemy, laid their ships along-
side of one another and fired away with
muzsles nearly touching muzzles. This
gave the opportunity for cutlass and
boarding pike.

The gunpowder of those daya produced
denne clouds of smoke and the ship hav-
ing the advantage of the weather gauge
had her enemy at a disadvantage because
of the cover of the intervening haze. To
obtain the weather gauge was the aim of
the ekilful nautical tactician. Every-
thing depemded upon the quick eye of
the captain and his palling master and the
prompt and efficient response of every

There was but little comfort in ooldlon shore, in store, or on board ship.”
weather, and the few stoves allowed were | Further, *when in port, if it can be done
quite incapable of making the living quar- | conveniently, at a reasonable rate, the
ters of the crew really warmn. Their food ' crew shall be supplied two days in each
was of the coarsest, and ita preparation | week with fresh meat.”
was turned over to men but little qualmadi During the war of 1812 ships kept the
to make anything more than half way  sea for such long periods that it was not
palatable. In those days ships were ut{‘uneommon for the fresh water to [run
sea for months at a time and salted pro- short, while the hardtack grew mouldy
visions were the staple food supplies. and the salt meats tainted. Both officers
It was to make these provisions afford and enlisted men suffered alike from
variety that the rather weird concoctions ' these conditions,
known us scouse, lobscouse, softtack| The doctor then afloat had no knowl-
skillagalee, burgoo, dog's body, duff and | edge of anmathetics or antiseptic treat-
similar dainties came into being. ment. The treatment of the sick and

Bocause f scantiness of fresh vegetables | wounded was enough to shock & modern
and the absence of any means of keeping | physician. Blood letting, as in the days

!
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IN SERVICE DURING |
THE WAR OF 1812 .
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W\ DEYTROYGR. AN [MPORTANT
- PART OF 'THE MODERN
NAVY -

ago by whipping, but not more than a
dozen lashes of the colt were permitted
on any account at one punishment. With
the master at arms or a husky ship's
corporal laving on those strokea, a dozen
were calculated to answer full well. An
other punishment was confinement in

the most obatinate offender could
brought to submiasion.

The naval chaplain, apart from reading
the prayers and performing all funeral

commodore, plaved the part of gchool-
master to midshipmen and volunteers,
instructing themn in *writing, arithmetic
and navigation and in whatsoever may
contribute to render them proficients.”
Whatever eolse the young sea officer in
those days learned came to him through
practical experience and many hard
knocks.

Such were the men that fought and won
bhattles on the high seas for the United
States a century ago and such, too,
were the ships and the military facilities
at their disposal. In 1812, when the war
began, the navy contained a dozen ranking
officers of the grade of Captain and the
total commisgioned grades numbered
about 500. There were not quite 3,000
seamen and the marines had a corps
strength of 1,500, including officers and
the rank and file.

Modern Naval Wonders.

Discipline was emphasized a century |

ceremonies and serviaT as secretary to the |

aallora not onle when in barbor but well
nigh continuosusle, noea ter bow far duty
may call them over ved s s becatssy
flonr has supplanted harctack and ree
frigarating plants bave taken the place of
the limiited quantitios of ice with which the
old weoden ships left port. No matier
where ho is Jacky drinks the purest of dis-
tilled water, an:d he bLreathes between
decks an abundance of fresh air drawn
fnto the bedy of the toodern man-o'-war
bv means of great mechanical lungs which
pend their healthful draughts through
every part of the vessel's organism,
Whether the season be that of summer
or winter, tha fphiting raan afloat to-day

can baths ineter cold or hot water as hia
desire prav pts nad the watchiul surgeon
now is juokite for gories with a nicro-
peope whoa lis profosainnal Lrother of

1812 depended upon ! unalded eye and
his rense of gmel! to tell him when things
were wrong, bluejachets to-day are a

fine, ec!f-respecting, roif-relant body of

DATTLESHIP
MICHIGAN
HOLPLR OF
BATTLE PRACTICE
AND EFFICIENCY
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, youngsters who are quite capabla of lnok-
ing out for themselves anvwhers the worl !
over, anid in their technical treining am
vastiv ahead of mwaos Tieera that

of the olfl

fought America’s buttles fivedcore year
ago.  The tuen that nand these sailor
lads have a vniver training befom
thoy asstime thedr duth nid their studios

never cease if they hive u 1w full meas

ure of that ambition which is the hallmark
of the eficient noval ntlicer,

Girnat s are 1 of the contury
a3 regords the wan b 1 the gun and
1he s oificer, there n etill greater

iYer b n the modern s&hip of

Le battle i FIASTRAN | | Teaeeessor of
wood ohd silin Hig tor purrosns of

n ! | ne
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bled 1 L i wwlo 1
old Conniti not vinlently LS Y
the ar ! f on at full
Rpeed v ! e Whiern
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1 \ ' e below 1ho water
e | t 1 Ihndrad-
fold hosse-pow r pent in those great
#la (1) 1 fi Ly veil
of » o ' o seorat ol
AACRR 1 A whied elraw ther
nerglisaangg (] o i
varind rer v 1} tothy mnlex
interny! petup of 1 thip of the
proeset

Formidable
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the *brig® and “sweatbox,” where evin.
!'l

“Has impossi
wrison bhe-
Vtween the thick lavers of on's which usod
to keep out an ehemy's wnd tha
inehos of tonghened  steel which are
rtuatly plastio arsinst t impact of
the intest tvie of armor plercing projog
tiies,
And what of the maodern
[riftes? In the naval rog
apgo the uns of s

Lot
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| biz naval
stions a century
Iodenominations as

18, 24 and 32 pounders wero spoken of ag
| great guns, and they were substantially
| uEviens beyctd an He's range, Now there
jare rifles weiphing fromn 46 to 63 tons,
1unuiun of firing 12-inch and  14-inch
{projecttion with veloty enough to go

Hthrough fifteen inches of hardened steel
‘ot arange of five and two-thirds miles,
Imul those guns canh be fired with a pre-
Lelsion undreanied of in the days of 1812,
Iustend of w. it tor the dip of the sea
o bring them to bear upon the enemy,
thoy can be kept continually covering
the target as far a8 their telescopic sights
and the distant horizon will permit,

man from the deck to the loftiest top,

them scurvy was all too common among |
Such were the general outward condi-

soamen, Corned beef and salted pork

five vesscls, These were the Constitu- | between decks under hygienio conditions
tion, 44 guns; the President, 44; the United | that would appall a modern board of
| Btates, 44; the Congress, 3, and the Essex, ' health,
32 guns, While there were added to this the weather was stormy.
foroe a number of smaller craft the total the only illuminants, and these were
American fighting fleet was ridiculously | granted but sparingly to the enlisted men,

tions of servioe afloat a hundred years | wero tho dietary mainstays, combined |

0.

A hundred years ago the sailors slept | juice was indispensable to the navy doe-
tor in fighting off scurvy, and the daily
tot of half a pint of spirits played an im-
portant part in keeping the sailorman
up to the work expected of him under the
conditionsa of his life afloat. So inpor-

Ventilation was imperfect when
Candles were

of Gil Blas, was o popular remedy for a
good many physical evils, In summer
or in tropical climates the men were

with hardtack. Lime juice or lemon'encouraged to bathe thhee times evurylp..rwnu. Both the officer and the enlisted

woek, and to that end canvas tubs were
placed on the forecastle. The regulations
don't tell how often the sailor a hundred
years ago bathed when the weather was
cold. A canvas tub in his cabln was the
utmost luxury even of a tlag officer.

‘The eight of the gunner ia no longer
obscured by a dense cloud of smoke,
There is a momentary laze of "glowing
flame and then the paih i3 clear for another
voliey, Lut the gun is not the only weapon
now at the disposal of the battling ship
of the line. Vrom under water tubes the
Ironsides of to-day launch at her

A tremendous contrast is afforded by the |
state of the pavy to-day. The force of offi-
| cors, geamen and marines exceods 00,000 |

lmnn reflegt the intellectual betterment of
the naval calling. Humiliating punish-
] ments have substantially disappeared. v oan
| The sailor now lives better than a flag offi- | foe great mechanical fish carrying in thel
Leer o hundred years ago. In |‘!_|(-(\ of the ! wicked heads o chirps of a vnuplq of
! tallow dip hio has the widespread glow of {hundred  pounds  of  guncotton—some-

smail compared with the resources upon | After nightfall the living spuces were at
which Great Britain drew, best in a state of twilight, and for the

There were in the British navy at the | enjoyment of their pipes the men were
time between 700 and 800 efficient cruis- i allowed to gather only in limited num-
ers, and England possessed in the West | bers around the smoking lamp in the
l Indies, in Bermuda and st Halifax ports | neighborhood of the ship's galley, us tho

witain easy reach of the American coast, ' cooking oven or stove was called.

tant was this stimulant that the navy
regulations expressly put a lmit of
one woeek on the withholding of grog
from a mailor suffering punishment,

The same rules declared *as all are
to be equal in point of victualling, ne
officer or other person ig, on any account,
to select provisions for his own use, either

Among the hospital stores on shipboard ' hundreds of electric lights.,
were such articles as nightcaps, bleeding 1 No silverware was supplied a century
cups, warming pans, candlesticks and : ago to a Captain or a flag oficer, white |
nutmeg greters--the nutmeg in those | now both the Government and patriotic
| days being considered & prime narcotic. | borlles help to make the modern navel
There were also in the medicine chest a | gkipper's table a thing of Leauty with s
bellows with elastio tubidg for tmti.nglmllahad plate. Hot breud and fresh,

ouses of suspended animation.

| thing unknown to ihe ordinance oMeer
'flve seore Years ago.

Mort of this naval progress has Lesn
muade in less than half 4 century, and the
achivvement mayv o ly COVISe “pm_n:yy
tion as to what will b the nature and the
extent of American battle floots at the

meats and vegetables are served to-day w0

end of the hundred yuars Lo vome,




